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The start of the twenty-first century has been beset by global crises. From the economic
meltdown of 2008 to the explosion of COVID-19 in 2020, problems seem to be rapidly stret-
ching beyond borders and beyond our control. Global institutions have been created to mana-
ge such cross-border challenges, but appear increasingly inadequate and unable to adapt to
this new environment. Rather than working together against common threats, states have of-
ten veered towards unilateralism or are deeply divided over multilateral solutions. Meanwhi-
le, a host of novel governance arrangements, including multi-stakeholder organizations and
private initiatives, have emerged and now coexist with traditional international organizations,
but their problem-solving capacity remains an open question. All of this sharply contrasts
with the patterns seen in the immediate post-Cold War period, when cooperation appeared

to reach new heights, and raises crucial questions for scholars of global governance. These
include:

 How can we conceptualize and compare crises and crisis responses?
* Why do we see different types of cross-border crises occurring?
* What are the short-term and long-term impacts of crises on cooperation?

 Who is involved in addressing crises and what roles have they played?

* When are institutions able to adapt to and address new challenges?
* What can be done to improve institutional performance in the future?

In this iteration of the Barcelona Workshop on Global Governance we seek to explore these
difficult but pressing questions, bringing together a dynamic group of scholars from different
theoretical approaches and analytical traditions.

Venue

The Barcelona Workshop on Global Governance is a venue for the study of global governan-
ce—its dynamics, effects, and problems—from an interdisciplinary perspective, bringing to-
gether scholarship from international relations, law, sociology, anthropology, political theory,
public administration and history.



The workshop is organized by EsadeGeo (Esade Business School’s Center for Global Eco-
nomy and Geopolitics) and IBEI (Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals). The workshop
is expected to be held in a face-to-face format in Barcelona, with the possibility of switching
online for exceptional pandemic-related reasons.

Paper submissions

We invite abstract proposals from interested scholars from all disciplines. Proposals should
not exceed 300 words in length. Preferred format for all submissions is PDF: please title the
document Your First Name_Your Last Name_BCNWGG.pdf.

Please send your proposals as an attachment to bcnwgg@esade.edu and insert “Submission:
Barcelona Workshop on Global Governance” as the subject line of the message.

The deadline for abstracts is 22 October 2021.

All proposals will undergo peer review and notifications of acceptance will be sent out by 5
November 2021. Full papers are expected to be delivered by 4 February 2022 for circulation
among participants.

Grants and Support

A number of travel grants for early career researchers will be available upon request. Please
indicate this in your submission. Funds will be distributed on an equitable basis.

Key information

Send submissions: bcnwgg@esade.edu

With subject: “Submission: Barcelona Workshop on Global Governance”

Please include: The proposal as an attachment in PDF, the attached document should be tit-
led Your First Name_Your Last Name_BCNWGG.pdf

Deadline: 22nd October 2021

Notifications of acceptance: 5 November 2021
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